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Abstract 

One of the major problems in the modern world is the spread of hate speech via satellite 

television. Conflicts between communities are frequent results of the contentious themes that TV 

news outlets repeatedly explore. Government entities must combine their powerful capabilities to 

solve the issues in a rational way. There has been a global uptick in violence that has been linked 

to media hate speech. In order to counteract this trend, societies will need to address issues of 

free speech and censorship on popular digital platforms. An increase in acts of violence against 

minorities, such as mass shootings, lynchings, and ethnic cleansing, has been connected to the 

spread of hate speech online. Some policies aimed at reducing hate speech have the potential to 

stifle other types of expression, while others are arbitrarily implemented. In certain nations, such 

as the USA, media outlets have been given wide latitude to police their platforms for hate speech 

and other offensive material. Companies in some countries, such as Germany, may be required to 

delete content after a particular amount of time has passed. More and more attacks on 

immigrants and other minorities have prompted fresh questions about the relationship between 

inciting speech online and actual acts of violence, as well as the responsibility of companies and 

governments to regulate hate speech. This manuscript underlines the assorted aspects of satellite 

news channels and integrated hate speech. 
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Introduction 

Hate crime statistics, according to experts, reflect shifts in politics and can be amplified by 

online platforms. In the worst cases, internet smear campaigns and hate speech have fueled mass 

murders and ethnic cleansing. The reaction has been mixed, and the decision of what to censor 

and how to filter it has been left mainly in the hands of the few businesses that control the 

channels via which the vast majority of the world now communicates. However, these businesses 

are restricted by national regulations. These kind of regulations can help prevent prejudice and 

violence against minorities, particularly in liberal democracies. However, similar rules can be 

used to silence dissenters and marginalised groups. Almost every continent has had an incident 

reported on it. Nearly a third of the global population is currently engaged on Facebook, 

demonstrating the widespread adoption of this platform as a means of global communication [1, 

2]. Experts argue that as more people have begun to spend time online, those who are 

predisposed to bigotry of any kind—whether it be racism, sexism, or homophobia—have 

discovered communities where they might feel validated in their beliefs and even encouraged to 

take violent action. Online communities can provide venues for violent actors to advertise their 

activities to the public.  

 

Reporters in Iraq face a double whammy: a lack of press freedom and a population that is 

understandably reluctant to speak out against the Saddam administration for fear of retaliation. 

(Defaming the president is a capital offence) This article provides a quick overview of the Iraqi 

press as well as links to publications detailing the country's abysmal record when it comes to 

press freedom [1]. 

 

Iraq has "one of the most controlled medias, if not the most restrictive," according to Joel 

Campagna, Middle East programme coordinator for the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) 

in New York City. Even though several governments in the area have loosened their control over 

the media in recent years, the Iraqi government maintains unusually tight sway over the news 
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media [2, 3]. Campagna claims that there has been no change to journalistic freedom in Iraq. 

They have remained continuously bad, and there is little sign that the [Iraqi] administration 

would tolerate real dissent or criticism. 

 

 

Figure 1 : Data Analytics on Hate Speech in Media 

 

Satellite News Channels and Organizations in Iraq 

The Iraqi government exerts complete control over all newspapers. Uday Hussein is on the 

editorial boards of several major Iraqi publications and controls a dozen more. 

 

Voice of Iraq FM, which broadcasts Western-style programming and is under Uday Hussein's 

supervision is the most listened-to radio station in the country. Reporters without Borders claims 

that international radio stations like the BBC and Voice of America broadcasting into Iraq are the 

most reliable sources of information for Iraqis [11]. 

 

Only the Iraqi government offers Internet access to the country's citizens. Several cybercafés in 

Baghdad provide Internet access, however their patrons' activities are supposedly monitored 

closely by the security police. 
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In the realm of television, the government maintains tight censorship. Youth TV, the most 

watched of the three state-run channels, is managed by Uday Hussein. Only the wealthy can 

afford satellite service, hence only a select few in the country have access to international 

programming through satellite. 

 

These three studies were conducted by organisations that monitor press freedom and they all 

criticise the Iraqi government's repressive treatment of the news media. 

 

According to the French organisation Reporters without Borders, which tracks press freedom 

across the world, Iraq is among the top 10 nations where journalists and independent media face 

the most hostility [4, 5]. In reality, Iraqi legislation specifies that journalists in Iraq may not 

make "any remark or proposal that would help an adversary at the detriment of the country," and 

the group claims that Saddam Hussein is a "predator of press freedom." 

 

 

Figure 2 : Representation Image to Restrictions on Media 

 

Saddam's eldest son, Uday Hussein, owns and operates a number of significant media outlets in 

Iraq, including a half-dozen newspapers. Also, Uday, as head of the Journalists' Union, and the 

Ba'ath Party both dictate who is appointed to positions in the Iraqi Ministry of Information. 
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While some Western observers found the union's April 2000 selection of Uday as Journalist of 

the Century to be laughable, the honour was bestowed upon him anyway [6]. 

 

Campagna claims that there are a number of difficulties for international reporters covering Iraq, 

including governmental censorship and visa restrictions. The application procedure for an Iraqi 

visa is described as "labyrinthine" by Franklin Foer, an associate editor at The New Republic, in 

his book "Air War: How Saddam Manipulates the U.S. Media" 

 

Start by sending your resume and passport photo to the Iraqi embassy in Washington, DC. A 

form is issued by the consulate that inquires into your faith and ties to the American government 

if the Iraqis determine that you are qualified to apply. At times of crisis [7], like the present one, 

the application is examined by four separate committees in Baghdad. (Oct. 28 2002, The New 

Republic) 

 

According to Foer, visas are the Ministry of Information's primary means of restricting the 

activities of foreign journalists in Iraq. The ministry also employs "minders," officially 

sanctioned locals who follow a visiting journalist around and set up interviews on their behalf. 

ABC News analyst and national security expert Anthony Cordesman says the Ministry of 

Information "maintains a long list of seemingly private Iraqis who are fluent in foreign 

languages" who are given the green light to give "private" interviews and who, at first glance, 

may seem to be somewhat critical of the regime but are, in fact, mouthpieces for state 

propaganda. 

 

However, veteran Western journalists reported in October 2002 that the Iraqi populace was 

becoming increasingly frank, even aggressive. Protests outside government buildings appeared 

spontaneous [8], according to reports from international reporters, when Saddam offered blanket 

amnesty to the vast majority of Iraqi political prisoners. John F. Burns described the events as a 
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"potentially seismic trend" in The New York Times, while Anthony Shadid of The Boston Globe 

termed them "an astonishing show of dissent in one of the world's most carefully guarded 

capitals" (See Rare Voices of Dissent.) 

 

However, what followed was classic political manoeuvring in Iraq. According to rumours from 

the West, CNN was banned from the country due to their coverage of the demonstrations. After 

CNN executive Eason Jordan issued a statement calling the move "draconian," Uday Hussein 

used one of his newspapers to publicly reprimand the government for its excessive response. 

Shortly after, the ministry reversed course, and CNN said they felt lessened pressure [9]. 

 

The long-term ramifications of the demonstrations and the media coverage that followed are now 

a mystery to Western analysts. Campagna, the CPJ coordinator, has a cautious outlook. 

 

Observing the media's coverage of the demonstrations, Campagna adds, "I can remark from the 

standpoint of the media." He acknowledges that this is a novel development. We don't know how 

that translates politically or if it will continue to encourage Iraqis to speak up. 

 

CPJ: The Committee to Safeguard Journalists 

According to a 2001 study conducted by the Committee to Protect Journalists, the Iraqi 

government has a "stranglehold" on the country's media. As the Committee to Protect Journalists 

notes, "insulting the president or other government officers is punishable by death." The Center 

for Freedom of the Press claims in its study that "hagiographic coverage of the country's political 

leaders and vilifications of their adversaries flood the press," citing its own independent research 

and information from foreign correspondent contacts on the ground. Review the whole CPJ 

report on press freedom throughout the world in 2001. 

 

Press Freedom Without Frontiers 
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According to the French media watchdog group Reporters Without Borders, "for the past 20 

years Saddam Hussein has controlled the media with an iron hand and given them the only 

purpose of conveying his propaganda." This press freedom index is published by Reporters 

Without Borders as well; Iraq is ranked 130th out of 139 nations. 

 

Freedom House, an independent human rights monitor located in New York City, ranked 187 

nations on their level of press freedom in 2002, and Iraq was tied for lowest place with Burma, 

Cuba, and North Korea. According to Freedom House's analysis of data from foreign 

correspondents, human rights organisations, regional experts, government reports (both U.S. and 

foreign), and global news sources, "[s]ome criticism of low-level officials and investigations into 

official corruption are occasionally tolerated provided President Saddam Hussein or major policy 

issues are not involved." 

 

Negative Opinions Are Seen Rarely 

John F. Burns, the New York Times' reporter in Baghdad, wrote on a series of protests that he 

called "little but noteworthy" shortly after Saddam Hussein granted amnesty to most Iraqi 

detainees and all but emptied the country's jails in October 2002. A desire among regular people 

to speak up is seen in the recent protests, which Burns described as "the most apparent indicator 

of a new and potentially seismic trend." 

 

The following is a small sampling of what Burns observed and documented in the days following 

the demonstrations. 

 

Everyone else voted "yes" out of fear except for Ba'ath members (Oct. 27, 2002) — An Iraqi 

who speaks English and who questions the government's claim that all Iraqi voters supported 

Saddam Hussein in the country's presidential election. 
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Nobody here wants another war; we want employment and peace, not death. We fought Iran for 

eight years in the 1980s and received nothing but dead (Oct. 27, 2002). An unemployed Iraqi 

engineer warned Burns that if Saddam Hussein's disagreements with the United States lead to 

another costly war, few Iraqis will back him. 

 

"Air War: Saddam's Media Masterstrokes in the United States" This piece by Franklin Foer, an 

associate editor at The New Republic, explores the challenges of writing about Iraq and the risks 

of relying on news from foreign outlets. State-orchestrated anti-American rallies and state-led 

tours of suspected chemical weapons facilities that turn out to be infant milk factory are just two 

examples of how Iraqis have mastered the "Orwellian pantomime" that promotes their "distorted 

reality," as Foer puts it. Furthermore, the Iraqi leadership has discovered an odd audience for 

these performances: the American media. 

 

Iraqi News Channels on LGBT 

According to a recent study released on Tuesday by the Iraqi LGBT rights organisation IraQueer, 

Iraqi media outlets have become major proponents of "hate speech" against LGBT persons. 

 

The analysis, titled "BIASED: Iraqi Media and the Spread of Anti-LGBT+ Rhetoric," looked at 

several TV, print, and internet media channels to determine how often authors and presenters 

used anti-LGBT+ rhetoric. Homosexuality has received much greater attention in Iraqi media in 

the previous five years, with a spike beginning in 2019. 

 

According to our findings, the vast majority of media coverage on the LGBT+ community is 

prejudiced against them and leads readers to believe they should reject their identities because of 

it. To "protect" innocent children and youngsters who are "easily persuaded," "on numerous 

occasions, the coverage went as far as calling for the removal of LGBT+ individuals from 

society." 



International Journal of Computing and Business Research (IJCBR) 

ISSN (Online) : 2229-6166 

International Manuscript ID : 22296166V12I11202202 

Volume 12 Issue 1-1 March 2022 

 

 

Registered Journal with International Indexing for Research Scholars, Academicians and Practitioners 

 

19 

 

 

 

According to the study, TV shows often use threatening music and settings to create the tone for 

LGBT rights discussions. Verbiage was frequently insulting or implying insanity. A minimum of 

one negative phrase was utilised successfully once every 30 seconds throughout the 22 

programmes analysed by IraQueer. Meanwhile, as IraQueer pointed out, community members' 

views were noticeably muted in the discussion. Furthermore, the survey stated, "just 103 minutes 

of the time was given to LGBT+ speakers," out of the overall duration of 777 minutes, which is 

the total duration of the 22 TV segments analysed. More than half of the programmes did not 

provide LGBT+ speakers even a few seconds of airtime. IraQueer has been singled out on many 

occasions; one online publication even called it the "sexual deviants' organisation in Iraq." In 

2018, the group surveyed Iraqi LGBT+ individuals and found that 89% of those who identified 

as such felt their sexuality had been "negatively influenced" by media portrayal.  

 

Repression Persists 

It's true that homosexuality isn't technically banned in Iraq, but that doesn't stop the widespread 

intolerance and violence towards LGBT persons. 

 

Human rights organisations report that armed groups have harassed and assaulted LGBT 

persons, or those seen as not straight. During 2014, the group Asaaib Ahl al-Haq issued at least 

one wanted list including the names of males they suspected of being homosexuals. 

 

A campaign against "emo" persons, typically young guys seen as effeminate and sexually 

ambiguous, was launched in 2012, centred on Baghdad. Approximately 56 people were killed in 

Iraq only for being "emo," according to the United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq. 

 

Assorted Perspectives on Media and News Channels with Hate Speech 
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Because of the tremendous gains made by Isis terrorists recently, the Iraqi government seems to 

be making an attempt to silence media that it views as pro-Sunni or unduly critical of its policies. 

 

The Iraqi government and its allies have taken to calling a number of international satellite TV 

stations that air in the country "the channels of sedition." This week, the Iraqi government asked 

Egypt to pull the plug on two major Iraqi networks broadcasting from the Egyptian capital. 

According to a statement released by the Iraqi communications and media authority, the Cairo-

based newspapers Al-Rafidain and Al-Baghdadiyah were closed for "sectarian provocation and 

endangering of public peace." Unlike the Sunni Al-Rafidain, the Shia Al-Baghdadiyah has been 

highly critical of the Al-Maliki administration. 

 

The Iraqi government has expressed frustration with the tone of coverage on Al-Jazeera, which is 

sponsored by Qatar, and Al-Arabiya, which is located in Dubai and funded by Saudi Arabia. 

Baghdad TV in Amman is another "channel of sedition," along with Al-Sharqiyah News in 

Dubai and London. 

 

Journalists sympathetic to the administration have demonstrated outside the Defense Ministry, 

demanding that the government crack down on "seditious" media outlets. In the wake of the 

Mosul takeover, the Iraqi government has expanded its attempts to censor its opponents offline 

into cyberspace. In the Sunni-dominated governorates, internet service has been disrupted and 

popular social media sites like Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube have been taken offline. 

According to an official statement, "the country's condition necessitates it" to limit access to 

social networking sites. According to government-affiliated sources in Iraq, Isis used social 

media to disseminate fake photos that contributed to the spread of discord. 

 

The Iraqi government appears to have learned lessons from the uprising that has swept the Arab 

world since 2011 by taking steps to quiet opposing voices and limit freedom of expression in the 
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name of defending national unity and combatting terrorism. One of the most important is that it 

allows militants to freely spread their message and network with supporters. 

 

Conclusion 

Hate speech on the satellite channels is one of the serious concerns nowadays. The TV news 

channels keeps on discussing on the controversial topics and thereby many times the clash arise 

in different communities. There is need to integrate the strong mechanisms by the government 

agencies so that the points can be addressed with sensible manner. 
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