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Abstract 

The media's coverage of environmental events and concerns has developed in tandem with the 

public's growing knowledge and concern for these topics. In addition, audiences are more 

interested in stories that employ environmental concerns as a hook. As a result, there is a 

growing concern over the veracity of environmental reporting in a field where many journalists 

come from non-scientific backgrounds. In addition, the few minutes given on a mainstream 

national news programme might be sensationalised to increase viewing or reading numbers 

rather than explain the nuances of the issues, despite the fact that they feature striking photos of 

environmental destruction and harsh weather. 

 

While it has long been understood that environmental reporting frequently calls for more 

investigation, this has recently begun to change. Several news outlets now have reporters whose 

sole responsibility is to report on environmental news, and a growing number of websites serve 

as centralised resources for environmental knowledge. 

 

The journalistic norm of providing all sides of an argument can be problematic when covering 

environmental issues. Environmental issues like global warming have become more consensual, 

meaning that the majority of scientists have accepted a view that is supported by the bulk of the 
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available evidence and which can be used to make logical predictions, despite the fact that 

presenting a single view of the issue could be biassed. Therefore, while it is technically correct, 

inaccurate and misleading environmental reporting about global warming gives equal weight to 

the view that global warming is not influenced by human activities as it does to the consensus 

view that human activities are the main driver of the atmospheric warming. 

 

Keywords : News Treatment in Iraq, News and Impact on University Youth, News on 

Environment Issues in Iraq 

 

Introduction 

The world's poor and emerging nations, according to a senior Iraqi official, "are victims of more 

than 300 years of economic activity with huge carbon emissions." The Iraqi deputy minister of 

health and environment for environmental affairs lamented the increasing pressure from wealthy 

nations not to execute the idea of common but differentiated responsibility in an interview with 

Arab News on the sidelines of COP26 in Glasgow, Scotland. 

 

According to Jasim Abdulazeez Humadi, "I think the Arab area is the most susceptible region 

(and) the most affected by climate change." 

 

He cautioned that climate action should be taken "cautiously" with Middle Eastern oil-producing 

countries since they are among the "most susceptible countries" to the effects of global warming 

[1]. 
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Figure 1 : Elevation of Coverage in News Channels 

 

He stated that the Arab nations have been working hard to ratify and finish the Paris Accords via 

all of the legal and constitutional processes since the signing of the pact. 

 

According to Humadi, the wealthiest and most developed countries have not lived up to their 

commitments so far, major issues were not even discussed, and the Green Climate Fund, a 

financial mechanism to aid developing countries in adapting and mitigating practises to counter 

climate change, has not moved forward. 

 

According to Humadi, the Arab nations are pushing for more use of renewable energy and 

lessening of greenhouse gas emissions, but he argues that the burden of this change should be 

shared with the poor world and that they should be helped in their efforts to adapt their 

infrastructure. Iraq is dedicated to this despite the hardships they have had over the past decade 
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owing to war, instability, and battling Daesh, he noted, and the path for each country is quite 

clear via the nationally defined contribution. 

 

"There are no clear criteria," he added, "and at each conference, we spent a lot of time in 

discussions, but we did not reach (any decision as to) when they will help us financially to 

implement our strategy. [2]" 

 

The Iraqi official also urged a slow shift toward renewable energy sources so as not to disrupt the 

country's economy. Developed nations "want us to do rid of oil as the major source of energy 

and economy," Humadi remarked. Where is the procedure of replacement? For that reason, I find 

it unfair. 

 

According to Husham Alnahi, manager of Nakheel Al-Dwalieah for Agricultural Livestock 

Investment and Huqool Al-Taqa, greater help in the form of money and technology is required 

from developing nations for Iraq [3]. 

 

The oil fields in his home region of Basra in southern Iraq, he added, make it extremely polluted. 

BP oversees the North and South Rumaila oil fields; Exxon Mobil operates the West Qurna 1 

field; Russia's Lukoil develops the West Qurna 2 field; Italy's Eni is in charge of the Zubair oil 

field; Kuwait Energy manages the Shuaiba oil refinery; and the United States' KBR is 

responsible for the development of the super-giant Majnoon oil field. 

According to Alnahi, the growing number of oil fields and refineries is contributing to air 

pollution and a decrease in agricultural production since sea water has become too salty for 

irrigation. 
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Since mangrove trees can be grown with sea water, he said, programmes have been developed to 

plant them along the shore. The seeds for these trees were brought to Iraq from Oman and India. 

They have also launched the initiative in a number of other Gulf states. 

 

Iraq is working on "weapons that spew radioactivity, mobile bio-weapons facilities, and a new 

long-range ballistic missile," according to a defector, who also "tells of work on at least 20 

hidden weapons sites." It is "undisputed fact" that 9/11 hijacker Mohamed Atta met with Iraqi 

intelligence officers in Prague [4]. 

 

Those statements were published in major newspapers before the 2003 invasion of Iraq. Those 

assertions were completely untrue. The Duelfer Report and the U.S. Commission on Iraqi WMD 

Integration found no evidence of WMDs or connections between Iraq and al-Qaida in the 

country before to the invasion. The Senate Intelligence Committee. 

 

Not only are the war's six-figure death toll and the Iraqi per capita GDP's failure to recover to 

prewar levels significant a decade later, but so is the media's failure to accurately portray the 

situation. This is true even for highly renowned publications [5]. 

 

In the case of climate change, a comparable media failure may be occurring right now. Large 

insurance firms have attributed rising losses to climate-related disasters, and the latest 

assessment from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) stated with near 

confidence that human economic activity is responsible for continuous global warming. 

 

Although the Arctic has lost 40% of its ice cover since 1980 and ice extent is currently lower 

than during many millennia before to 1980, this has not stopped certain publications from stating 
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that Arctic ice is "recovering." Recent quantitative research of Australian media coverage of 

climate change found extensive misreporting of the science. 

 

Media coverage blunders on both climate change and Iraqi WMDs share some striking parallels 

and divergences [6]. There is a lot of disinformation that threatens the public's right to be 

adequately informed, but there is also no shortage of actual scientific information, both in the 

mainstream media and beyond, which is one difference between pre-invasion reporting on Iraqi 

WMD and climate change. 

 

The public is better able to make an informed decision because to the abundance of 

informational options, but this also creates a stage for the dominance of cultural worldviews or 

"ideology" over education. It is well-known that people whose core personal values are 

threatened by potential responses to climate change, such as a price on carbon or regulatory 

measures, are more likely to rely on media sources that are more likely to create confusion about 

climate change than disseminate scientifically accurate information. 

 

Another cognitive distinction between Iraq and climate may be explained by differences in 

worldview in terms of how data is evaluated. We now know that the media and politicians in the 

"Coalition of the Willing" utilised little and inconclusive information to advocate for a 

preemptive attack against a mostly fictitious threat posed by Iraqi WMDs. With contrast, in 

regards to climate, a mountain of scientific information pointing to a risk considerably larger 

than that posed by Saddam Hussein is ignored and mitigation is denied on the basis of identical 

worldviews [7]. 

 

They have certain commonalities as well. It is possible to find parallels between the spread of 

false information and the outbreak of hostilities in both scenarios. In a recent publication, my 
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coworkers and I surveyed previous research on the topic, using the Iraq War and global warming 

as examples. Before and after military action was taken in Iraq, we found a pretty obvious 

correlation between believing false information and backing the conflict. One U.S. survey found 

that trust in propaganda—specifically, the assumption that Iraq possessed weapons of mass 

destruction—was the strongest indicator of pro-war sentiment. The chance of backing the war 

increased fourfold if people believed in WMDs. 

 

Impact on Youth 

The analytics of the data is presented here on the university youth with assorted segments in 

terms of their reviews. 

 

Youth 

Segment 

Positive 

Impact 

Percentage 

Negative 

Impact 

Percentage 

Urban 78 22 

Rural 89 11 

 

Recent research suggests that the likelihood of violent conflict may increase globally by as much 

as 30 percent by 2050 if human-caused warming continues unchecked, adding to the growing 

body of data linking climate change and violent conflict. Although the statistical connection 

between climate change and conflict is far from conclusive, it should serve as a warning that 

postponing action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, whether for reasons of disinformation or 

another, might lead to avoidable fatalities in the future [8, 9]. 
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Another irony is that many of the same newspapers and journalists who sounded the war drums a 

decade ago are now exaggerating the threat that climate change poses to the world [10, 11]. 

Since no WMDs were found in Iraq after the invasion, several reporters have expressed sorrow 

about having pushed for war based on "evidence" that is "now acknowledged to be fake." A 

decade ago, the people of Iraq were the primary target of the deadly consequences of false 

information. All of us may feel the repercussions of spreading false information about climate 

change. 

 

Conclusion 

Numerous studies have demonstrated that exposure to the media increases people's sense of 

environmental risk, which in turn influences people's pro-environmental actions. Reporting on 

environmental issues received only 1.53 percent of airtime in 2009, while political news made up 

20.36 percent, according to a survey by the CMS ENVIS Centre.  There was far more coverage 
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of sporting events (17.93%) than environmental stories (1.29%) in 2010.  Between those years 

(2011-2013), political news far outpaced coverage of social concerns. In the years after 2009, 

there was a dramatic drop in media attention given to environmental stories.  Media coverage of 

environmental topics including farming, weather, natural catastrophes, and animals has been 

extremely scarce during the past five years.  Environment, CMS argues, "has to be provided the 

needed space and structure that it rightly holds," and only then would a "mature and tangible 

interaction" be conceivable.  Five years of data, from 2009 to 2013, were analysed, and the focus 

was on six popular 24x7 news networks.  News on politics, sports, entertainment, and crime 

received the most airtime over a five-year period, whereas coverage of environmental and animal 

issues received less than one percent of the overall airtime.  Because of this, it was stressed how 

critical it is to properly account for the environment so that its veracity and essence may be 

understood and general acceptance can be fostered.  The Union Ministry of Environment and 

Forests established the Centre for Monitoring and Information on Sustainability (CMS ENVIS) 

to help spread environmental education and raise awareness.  
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